
Maderia Oaks Residential Scheme (12No. Units), Moyne, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford 

      
Affordable Certified Passive Houses for First Time Buyers 

 

      

      

      Floor Area per Unit = 1,100sq.ft.  
   

      Project Description 

 The houses are two storey 3-bed semi-detached with a generous internal floor area of 1,100 

sq. ft. ( ie. 102sq.meters), and are situated in the most sought after area in Enniscorthy, 

being close to schools, shopping and other local amenities. 

 The houses are fully certified passive construction. Each house will have it's own certificate 

which will issue on completion of the building works, having been designed using PHPP 

calculations software. The certificate can only be issued by the European Passiv House 

Institute if the dwelling complies fully with the Passive House standards of very high thermal 

efficiency, quality of build, high comfort levels, and low running costs. This is the first time 

that houses build to this standard are being offered to the market as affordable, both from 

the initial cost point of view, and low running cost. 

 All houses will achieve a A2 building energy rating, as prepared by Home Bond and certified 

by the SEAI. 

 The annual cost of heating these houses, including all necessary hot water heating will be in 

the region of €200.00 per year.  Passive House Certification demands that a space heating 

requirement of 15kWh/m2/year or below must be achieved. Because the buyers of these 

house will not have an oil or gas lorry stopping outside their door with the associated cost of 

same, these houses become completely affordable to first time buyers. The money saved 

can be used to pay their property tax, and water charges, with a consider amount left over 

to go against the mortgage. 

 Comfort levels are delivered by insuring a constant internal air temperature 21⁰C 

throughout the dwelling over a full 24 hour period each day. No peaks or troughs are 

allowed in room temperature, and because the whole house is at the one temperature 

movement of air (ie. annoying draughts) is eliminated to undetectable levels. All incoming 

fresh air is controlled mechanically to give a minimum eight complete air changes per day, 

with the heat (from the outgoing stale air) being reused on a continuous basis to warm it up. 

Uncontrolled ventilation caused by varying external wind speeds through openings in the 

external wall, or a window left open unintentionally is therefore eliminated. 

 Leading designers and pioneers in Passive House principals MosArt Architects are retained as 

architects for the scheme. Not only do they bring their considerable skill and experience in 

Passive House construction to the table, they will be supervising the construction 

throughout in accordance with the new changes in the Building Regulations which came 

about in March this year. 

 Other elements to improve thermal efficiency will include the use of heavily insulated timber 

framed inner leaf and rendered blockwork outer leaf making up the external walls, triple 

glazed windows, and aheat recovery ventilation system (MHRV unit) . Both the windows and 



the MHRV unit will have separate and independent 'fit for use' certification from the 

European Passiv Haus Institute. Photovoltaic panels are being fitted to the south facing roof 

surfaces, producing electrical energy and reducing the bi-monthly ESB bill is another way in 

which these houses become affordable. 

 These houses are being released on the market following the successful sale of a similar 

project in Rosslare earlier this year. That particular scheme was awarded the prestigious 

Isover Energy Efficiency Award deeming it to be the most outstanding energy efficient 

construction in Ireland. At a latter European ceremony, the project was further awarded as 

being one of the most remarkable energy efficient construction projects in Europe. The 

houses in Maderia Oaks will be constructed to the same or in some areas improved 

standards. 

 All the dwellings will have the Home Bond approval for a ten year structural guarantee. 

 In owning one of these houses, all the problems associated with traditional construction 

such as poor ventilation, condensation, dampness, mould growth, cold draughts have been 

eliminated. 

 The developer, Michael Bennett and Sons, have a long record of producing top quality in 

their houses, and operate the ISO Quality Assurance Scheme 9001 in the management of the 

business. In tandem with this, they have extensive knowledge and experience incorporated 

in the planning and construction of these houses since constructing their first low-energy 

house back in 2007. They are also active members of the Passive House Association of 

Ireland. 

 The houses will be offered in three levels of specification, starting with a basic level of finish 

that a client can add to as and when monies allow, to a top level of specification, with 

hardwood joinery, upgraded sanitary ware, additional floor and wall finishes to mention but 

a few of the options available. At all times the purchaser is in control. 

 On completion and sale of each house, the owner will be presented with a Owner Operation 

Manual which will give a full explanation as to maintaining and operating the various items 

of plant contained within the dwelling, and will contain contact details of all the primary 

installation providers to ensure a successful outcome for the client following occupation. 

Company policy has always been that of a developer who is available to their clients long 

after the sale is closed. 

 Only 12No. remaining units contained within an existing already completed and fully 

landscaped development are available for sale. The site is in easy reach of the capital, and 

with the opening of the remaining section of motorway to be completed in 2015 travel times 

will reduce further. Waterford Regional Airport and Rosslare Ferryport is within easy access. 

The Ferryport now has ferry routes to five separate European destinations, including the UK. 

All other sporting and leisure activates are present in abundance. 

 

Why buy a house that you will need to heat, when a Passive House keep's you warm 

naturally ? 

 


